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Abstract:

In Japan, the concept of “traditional medicine” has been used to describe “Kampo™ and
“Acupuncture” among medical practitioners. However, there are gaps among its conceptual
frameworks due to differences in qualification systems used by medical practitioners in Japan.
Nevertheless, laypeople who are non-medical practitioner may understand “traditional
medicine” by considering the explanations of medical staff and the premise of the Japanese
cultural “tradition”.

A concept termed “Oriental Medicine” was used to distinguish “traditional medicine” from
“Western Medicine” in Japan starting in the 1950s. This concept encompassed, “Kampo” and
“acupuncture.” “Oriental Medicine” has similar meaning to “traditional medicine.” However,
as “Oriental Medicine” is used in the multiple contexts, it may influence “traditional medicine.”
Therefore, it is necessary for medical practitioners to consider laypeople who are non-medical
practitioner when they explain the term “Oriental Medicine”.

“Traditional medicine” has a conventional meaning now. However, there are discrepancies
between laypeople and medical practitioners regarding the concept of “Ayurveda”, which is
known to laypeople as one type of “traditional medicine”. We must therefore better describe the

concept of “traditional medicine”.

Key Words: 1z %t %= “% (Traditional medicine), {# J7 = % (Kampo), #k % = ¥ (acupuncture),
4 » R[E% (Indian medicine), 7 — =)L 7 = — % (Ayurveda)
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